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3rd April 2020  

Ref: 2020/00213/LAPR – Savannah Dining Ltd - 105 Uxbridge Road, London, W12 8NL 

Re: Letter for the Licensing Sub-Committee 

Following our community outreach that has been made to our office as the Director of The Anti-
Tribalism Movement which is a Shepherds Bush based charity which tackles ‘tribalism and 
inequalities within communities’. I would like to take the opportunity to express our formal support for 
the license requested by Savannah Restaurant. 

The Business plays an integral role in our community as it provides a safe environment to host local 
gatherings and meetings for clients and service users since 2012. This restaurant has been essential 
for our service as a place of convenience and support for our charity. It is essential for the growth of 
our local businesses in our borough and we believe the Council should take every opportunity to 
support its businesses where the evidence permits.  

As the chair of the independent Policing and Crime Commission for the London Borough of 
Hammersmith and Fulham I place a particular focus on the efforts of Somali community members in 
and around the Shepherds Bush area. From my knowledge of the area, Savannah restaurant is not 
subject to any particular restrictions related to criminal or anti-social behaviour and in my experience, 
the business has been a vital vehicle for community cohesion, safety, facilitating inter-faith dialogue 
and community celebrations within its premises and to this end, the businesses has gained the 
respect of the community, young and old, hence their growth and popularity as a business and as a 
community hub. 

It is my key role to enhance the safety of the borough in any way I can as a chair of the Independent 
Policing and Crime Commission.  One of those tools is the economic empowerment of our young 
people in the Borough. As the Savannah business provides employment opportunities to local young 
people far and wide, this must also be encouraged further by the Council as poverty forms a wider 
contributory factor to crime and anti-social behaviour in the borough. This leads me to say that the 
economic growth of the business is also a progressive step for our young people and beyond. 

It is within this context that I support their license application which is supported by the evidence and 
overwhelming community support they have gained over the last ten years.  

Yours truly, 
 
Adam Matan OBE 
Managing Director 
Anti-Tribalism Movement   
 

 


